Playing Open Mic Venues

An Original Tutorial by Alan Horvath

Many local clubs feature an "open mic" venue, where
songwriters and musicians of all kinds can get their feet wet.
It's a great way to find others to co-write with ... or others to
form a band, duo, or trio with and perhaps most
importantly, to perform for an audience and see what it takes
to pull off a show of your own.

Coffee Houses and Churches make the best settings for
creating an appropriate atmosphere. Clubs, or venues
serving alcohol, are usually bad for "intellectual art," which is
what open mics are, in my opinion. Let's face it, alcohol
doesn't exactly put people in a state of focused awareness,
eh? So, if you have a choice, or if you are thinking of starting
your own venue, avoid the places that are offering alcohol. Of
course, this isn't ALWAYS true, and often it isn't avoidable.
But it is worth noting.

Open mics are a lot of fun! Instrumentalists, poets, solos,
duos, trios, bands ... you name it ... will usually perform 3 or 4
pieces at a time - which makes it palatable for any audience
to enjoy. If you don't like the act that's presently up, well, in
20 minutes they'll be gone and you can enjoy the next
surprise. And, often, it is a surprise! You never know when
some real talent might step up and do something uniquely
from the heart. If you're just observing, you'll find yourself
thinking how well you would do in comparison to all that
you've witnessed ... but be forewarned! This is not as simple
as it looks!

You may have done all your homework ... practiced to the
max ... compiled songs that are pure hits ... vocals and parts
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worked out to dazzle any audience ... until you're sure
you're better than anything you've seen at the local open
mics. But on your first try you will most likely drop a
bomb as big as any you've seen - and in total disbelief!
And, these will be the excuses you find dripping off your
bottom lip: "The room was too noisy - | couldn't focus!"
... "l couldn't hear myself! That sound guy is a real jerk!"
... "The guitar wasn't loud enough." ... "The vocal mic
wasn't even turned on!" ... | could keep on going, but
what's the sense? Fact is, you didn't know what you
were doing, and did a poor job. You didn't really think
you'd pull it off perfectly your very first try ... did you? Of
course you did! You worked hard at this! You prepared
thoroughly! So what went wrong? Distraction. Unfamiliar
surroundings. Lack of experience. That's what.

So. What to do? Go back next week, and do it all over
again. Simple as that. This is what open mics are for!
Let's face it ... until you pull THIS gig off, you aren't
gonna be touring or getting paid for what you do. But if
you focus, keep at it, and figure out all the little things
that go on in a club atmosphere, it won't be long before
you're a popular and welcomed face at the local open
mic scene.

Understand this: Absolutely every person in the
audience ... in ANY audience ... wants to see you do
well. Really well. They are rooting for you from the
moment you get on stage. Think about this for a minute,
okay? Slow down ... give this some serious thought ... in
fact, stop and dwell on this whole idea for a while, and
recognize just how true it really is: The audience is not
sitting there judging your talent. And, the audience is not
sitting there waiting for the next big thing to strike
America like a bolt from heaven, either. They don't care
how "great" you are ... or how wonderful you think you
are. They are very simply out to have a fun evening ...
and when you get up on that stage, they are HOPING
you will be wonderful! If they see you struggling at all ...
with anything ... they are secretly praying for your
success ... sending you their energy and their precious
love ... why? Dig this: Because they are putting
themselves in your shoes, man! They are being "you!"
Isn't that what you do when you are watching and
listening to an act? Meditate on this concept. It's a true
concept ... and it's a healing one, too. When you get up
in front of an audience, you start with them on your side.
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