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Hot Beatles Songwriting

Quotes (Part l)

By Billy Byron

Wow! Beatles radio shows are a songwriter's
treasure trove! | have been copying Boston and
national Beatles radio programs for some years
and I'd like to share some helpful Fab Four
quotes and info, I've discovered. My purpose in
taping was to study the Beatles, their history,
music arranging, songwriting, musicianship,
production, recording, promotion and band
member social interactions. In looking at their
songs with a microscope and hearing their
quotes with a stethoscope, | have garnered very
good tips and, of course, gathered some great
trivia for on-stage patter. All quotes are from Joe
Johnson's Beatle Brunch show. * (For radio
stations and event, see below)

1. Revolution- ary Lyric & 3 Music Versions
(John Lennon talks about tempo, lyrics, and
subject matter. This was in a show discussing
B-Sides of Beatles singles. Of course, here,
Lennon is discussing his powerful B-Side song
of the greatest Beatles #1 hit of all time, "Hey
Jude!")

"In the song "Revolution" there are three
versions. #1, #2 and #9. #9 is an abstract
picture of "Revolution." Then, #2 is the single
because the other boys didn't like #1 ... they
said it wasn't fast enough so | made it fast...and
sometimes | said "Count me in, count me out..."
The thing | regret was making a reference to
chairman Mao which might spoil any chances |
have of going to visit China...but | wrote the
chairman Mao line in the studio because | didn't
have any words. What | was trying to say to the
Maoists or anybody who wanted to change the
world was, why go and stand in front of a
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policeman, with a red communist flag in your
hand, and a big suit,and all like that...and then
get hit! | thought it was un-subtle...though in
the song , | wasn't putting down revolution, |
was saying isn't that a bit unsubtle. So if you
want to really change the thing, do it subtly, in
a way the establishment can't attack, therefore
they can't kill it!"

2. Rapid Beatle Studio Arrangements ( Paul
McCartney talks of impromptu situations in early
recordings... )

"When John and | were writing...we often would
have written the stuff just the week before. So
when the producer George Martin...the engineer,
would say "Alright what are we doing?"...John
and | would say: "Well it goes like this..." We'd
pull our guitars out..and we show 'em the
song...often Ringo and George also didn't know
what was coming up..they weren't with us when
we wrote them...so..it was REALLY fresh. It
meant that everything we were recording, people
had just heard for the first time. So, you really
had to think "What do | want to do on this?!"
Make instant decisions; nothing could be left for
later. You just had to go and do it!"

3. Paul's Secret Of Songwriting (Mac talks about
writing, re-writing, throw-away or not, number of
song-write trials, and other people's opinions,
etc.)

"I think the thing is with songs...It's like
anything...you kind of...to use kind of a fishing
analogy, you cast your rod in there, and uhhh, 90
times out of 100 you'll get something, but it might
be an old boot. It might not be much, you know,
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