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VIDEO, continued from page 2 
 
 The second point is that just as your record is likely to sound better if it is mixed by a 
professional engineer with decades of experience, rather than by your bass player who bought Pro Tools LE 
three weeks ago, your band's video is likely to have more of an impact if someone with some knowledge 
and experience in video production is involved in the process. That being said, there is lots of amazing 
music and video being produced by self taught independent artists with the creative and financial freedom 
that the latest generation of tools offers. 
         
 The most important part of the process of getting video of your band onto the web is shooting 
the actual video footage. If there is any budget at all to invest in hiring a professional (or at least an 
experienced amateur) this is the place to spend it. With well shot, well lit footage of your performances, 
you will have infinite creative possibilities once the footage is on the computer. However, the most 
expensive and feature rich video software in the world may not be enough to salvage shaky, nasty, poorly 
lit video. As with hiring a producer, engineer or anyone else, if you are hiring someone to shoot video for 
you ask to see some of their work and make sure it is up to the standards you are setting for the rest of 
your work. Also make sure that the video is shot on a digital video camera as it will make the process of 
bringing it into the computer much simpler and less costly. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

“…if you are 
hiring someone to 
shoot video for 
you ask to see 
some of their 
work and make 
sure it is up to the 
standards you are 
setting for the rest 
of your work…” 

 Once the footage is shot than all of the remaining steps can take place on the 
computer. Getting digital video into the computer is simple if your computer comes with 
a firewire (also known as IE 1394) port. All Macintosh computers for the last five years 
or so have come with built-in firewire. Many, but not all newer Windows PCs also come 
with a firewire card. If you happen to own a recent WIndows machine without a firewire 
card you can purchase one for around $30-$50. If you are looking to purchase a new 
computer to produce both music and video it is worth getting the newest fastest 
machine you can afford. In this writers opinion, the Mac is the stronger platform for 
audio and especially video. 
      
 The really good news for video these days is the software. 
      
 First, all you need is one software package to capture the video to your 
computer, edit it, mix and process the sound, add effects, transitions and titles and 
output the final production in a variety of formats. There are products at a wide range of 
prices that can do all of this, but the second piece of good news is that on both Mac and 
Windows there are entry level programs that do all of this for free. Windows Movie Maker 
2.1 is basic editing software that allows for the capture and editing of video and audio 
and comes with basic effects and transitions. It is available for free as part of the 
Windows XP Service Pack 2. Movie Maker exports in the Windows Media Player 
format(.wmv) which requires your viewers to have the Windows Media Player on their 
machines (available free for Mac and Windows). WMV files can be converted to other 
formats using a variety of third party applications. 
 

 

BSW Newsletter 
Editor:  Martha Rogers 

Graphic Layout:  Don Gnecco 
Feature Columnist:  Geoffrey Keith 
Resource Contributor:  Billy Byron 

Mailing:  Jeff Reilly 
Labels:  Stan Lyness 

 
Contributions from members are welcome.  
Deadline for the next issue:  on or before 
April 10th.  Send submissions via E-mail to:  
Martha Rogers:  marthar@massed.net or 
phone Martha (978) 663-9123. 

 

 

 Apple's iMovie Application is part of 
the excellent iLife Suite that ships free on all 
new Macintosh computers and includes 
Garage Band, iTunes, iDVD and iPhoto. These 
applications are tightly integrated so that for 
example you can edit a video in iMovie using 
stills from iPhoto and audio from iTunes or 
Garageband and burn the results directly to 
DVD using iDVD. This package alone is worth 
the price of a new Mac. 
 
      iMovie comes with lots of audio and 
video effects such as the "Ken Burns" effect 
which makes it simple to animate still images 
ala the well known documentary maker. There 
are tools for creating text and titles. and the 
program works well with Quicktime, MPEG4 
and even files from Apple's isight webcams. If 
you are interested in making a feature film or 
HDTV production iMovie supports HD video 
capture and widescreen 16:9 productions.  
 

(See VIDEO, page 4) 
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BSW Newsletter 
Advertising Rates 

 
Full Page: $40 • Half Page: 
$25 • 1/4th Page: $15 • 
Business Card Size: $7.50 • 
Classifieds: $3.50/inch. 
 
Member discounts: 20% 
discount on display ads; free 
classifieds.  The BSW makes no 
endorsement of the quality of 
individual services advertised. 
_______________________ 

Next BSW 
Meetings 

MAY 10TH and 

JUNE 14TH 

Meetings are held at 
the First Parish 

Unitarian-Univeralist 
Church 

23 Dedham Street, 
Needham, MA. 

 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
(Call by the 20th of the month to place or 
renew your ad) 
 
 
RICH GLENN AND SAM HOOPER just 
completed a recording Project at Larry 
Luddecke’s Straight Up Studio in North 
Arlington.  Their inspired performances 
are now available on a demo CD called 
Rich Glenn & Sam Hooper.  If you are 
interested in obtaining a copy, please 
contact Rich Glenn at (617) 254-6145. 
 
PIANO TUNING.  Write and play on a 
piano that sounds and feels good.  I have 
done piano tuning, repairs, regulation, 
renovation, voicing and assessments 
professionally for 21 years and am a 
Registered Tuner-Technician with the 
Boston chapter of the Piano Technicians 
Guild.  I discuss prices and options 
before servicing your instrument.  Let me 
make you and your piano happy.  Barry 
Rosenberg, (978) 589-9875. 

 
STEREOSONIC STUDIO is a digital 
studio specializing in singer/songwriter 
production.  Turn your song ideas into 
finished, radio-ready masters that can 
get you noticed.  Get the individual 
attention your music deserves at a price 
you can afford.  www.stereosonic.net 
(978) 994-0021.  Located in Bolton. 
 
 
HAVE YOUR OWN ARTIST WEB 
SITE…www.yournamehere.com; email@ 
yournamehere.com.  ZTK Productions 
will take care off everything.  You don’t 
have to think about hosting companies, 
domain registrations, html files, etc.  Pay 
only $299 for a basic web site.  See 
www.martharogers.net as an example.  
Call (781) 894-5137. E-mail 
info@ztkproductions.com, or browse 
www.ztkproductions.com for details. 
 
 
GET YOUR MUSIC RECORDED, 
ARRANGED, AND PRODUCED by ZTK 
Productions.  Sound engineer Zane 
Kuchera is currently augmenting his skills 
in the Contemporary Writing and 
Production program at Berklee College of 
Music.  His Waltham studio includes  

 
state-of-the-art MIDI and digital audio 
production.  Call (781) 894-5137, E-mail 
info@ztkproductions.com, or browse 
www.ztkproductions.com for details. 
 
LIVE MUSIC FOR YOUR EVENT.  Four-
piece JAZZ BAND, four-piece PARTY 
BAND with great dance music originals 
and covers.  Ambient, original PIANO 
music for cocktail hour, receptions.  
Please go to our site for sound bites, full 
descriptions, 
photos…www.Karlmusic.com.  (978) 
386-5644.  E-mail:  
ksteudel@yahoo.com. 
 
MUSIC FOR USE IN YOUR CREATIVE 
FILM PROJECT.  Experienced 
composer has a diverse library of 
existing music or will customize for your 
projects.  User-friendly genres include 
pop, reggae, jazz, instrumental.  This is 
not scoring the film, but music for use in 
title themes, part-of-scene, etc.  I 
represent a few diverse and talented 
musicians.  We can usually work within 
your budget and schedule.  Clips can be 
e-mailed to you at your 
request…www.Karlmmusic.com. 978) 
386-5644. E-mail:  ksteudel@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enter the church through 
the door that faces the 
PARKING LOT.  Look for 
the BSW sign on the 
door. 

Directions: 
From the North:  Take route 
128 south to Exit 19B (Highland 
Avenue, Needham).  Follow oto 
Great Plain Avenue in Needham 
Center.  Jog slightly to the left 

onto Dedham Avenue.  Turn 
immediately right down Lincoln 
Street beside the church.  Turn 
in the parking lot behind the 
church and enter the back door. 

From the South:  Take route 
128 north to Exit 17 (route 135) 
to Lincoln Street.  Parking is off 
Lincoln Street behind the church. 

From Boston and Cambridge:  
Take route 9 west to route 128 
south (follow the directions “from 
the North” above). 

 

 

 

Video (Continued from p. 3)      
 
Either of these two tools 
may be enough to do what 
you need in order to create 
videos for your website, 
however if you want to have 
more control and wider 
creative possibilities there 
are a many more powerful 
(and less free) tools 
available on both Mac and 
Windows. 
Because the metaphors 
used for video and audio 
production are very similar, 
anyone who has used Pro 
Tools or a similar audio 
production tool will find 
many video techniques 
familiar to them such as 
editing on a timeline and 
working with plug-in effects. 
A few hours of going 
through the tutorials that 
come with any of these 
programs and you should be 
up and running, and a few 
days of work should be 
enough to create your first 
production. 
Once you have edited a 
video production and played 
it back to your satisfaction 
in your video app, you are 
ready to export it to a file 
for your website. Since the 
version of your clip that will 
go on the website is likely to 
be highly compressed and 
less than full screen, it is a 
good idea to also export a 
full-screen, high-resolution 
copy of the file and archive 
it to CD-ROM, DVD or other 
backup format. 
 
 
Next month:  Putting 
your video on the Web. 
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